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Jovano, Jovanke

kraj Vardarot sediš, mori, belo platno beliš.

Belo platno beliš, dušo, se nagore gledaš. 

Jovano,

jas te tebe čekam, mori, doma da mi dojdeš.

A ti ne dovagjaš, dušo, srce moe, Jovano. 

Jovano, Jovanke,

tvojata majka, mori, tebe ne te pušta,

so mene da dojdeš, dušo, srce moe, Jovano. 

_______________________________________________

Jovana, Jovanke,

du sitzt am Vardar, bleichst das weiße 

Leinen und schaust nach oben.

Jovana, ich warte auf dich, dass du in mein Haus kommst. 

Aber du darfst nicht, mein Herz, 

Jovana Jovana, deine Mutter läßt dich nicht zu mir kommen, 

mein Herz, Jovana.

________________________________________________

The Vardar is Macedonia's main river.

Jovana is a female name, similar to English Joanna. 

Jovanka is a diminutive version of the name, and 

Jovano and Jovanke are the vocative case of these names -

i.e. the way the name is said in Macedonian when speaking 

to the person. (Thanks to Nikolaj Korbar who e-mailed me 

with these details). There are many arrangements of this song, 

and slightly different versions of the lyrics. 

